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Dental Students' Competencies in Community Dentistry Course

Eslamipour F, Heidari K, Asgari 1.

Abstract

Introduction: Graduated dentistry students ought to be competent in different fields of community dentistry
such as health education, needs assessment, planning and policy making. The aim of this study was to
assess the eftect of community dentistry course on dental students' competencies in different fields of
community dentistry through self~-monitoring method in Istahan School of dentistry.

Methods: This quasi-experimental study was conducted on two groups using pre-test and post-test. Through
census sampling method, 50 students were studied before and afier passing the community dentistry course,
as experiment group and 40 students who did not pass this course were studied as the control group at the
time of graduation. The data gathering tool was a questionnaire which was completed by students as selt-
administered. The questionnaire assessed students' competencies in 6 determined areas with a scale ranging
from unacceptable to excellent. The results were analyzed by SPSS sofiware using Paired t-test and t-test.
Results: The difference between the scores of experiment group's competencies in all six determined areas
was significant, before and after passing the course. Comparing the scores of the experiment and control
groups showed significant differences in all areas except in "preventive dentistry services'".

Conclusion: Community dentistry course has been successfill in making the students competent in community
dentistry fields. In order fo improve these results, it is recommended to devote more time and facilities to

the subjects such as needs assessment and course planning.
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