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Educational Strategies of World Top-Ranked Universities to Mitigate
the Unhealthy Effect of Covid-19

Reyhaneh Faghihian®, AmirAbbas Shiravi?, Aref Arefan®, Firouzeh Moeinzadeh®, Parisa
Soltani®

Abstract

Introduction: COVID-19 pandemic has affected human life and education.. Higher education has been
affected by the pandemic and came up with several measures to address the problems. This review
endeavored to pinpoint the strategies of top ranked medical universities to mitigate the unhealthy effect of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Methods: The top 50 medical universities based on QS World University Rankings for medicine 2020 were
selected. The universities' websites were scrutinized until June 2020to collect data on education strategies.
Results: The important strategies considered by top-ranked universities were distance virtual education,
modifications in the curriculum and lesson planning as well as evaluation and grading. In addition, revising
the policies for student ranking and graduation of students were among the important considerations of top-
ranked universities.

Conclusion: This review indicated that top-ranked universities have made rapid decisions to modify their
education and evaluation policies during COVID-19 pandemic. By and large, though the modifications
considered by these universities were represented in the websites, the detail of these changes were not
mentioned. It is recommended to consider other ways of data gathering by international office of universities
to achieve more details on these modifications.

Keywords: education, covid-19, higher education, pandemic

Addresses:

1 Assistant professor, Department of Pediatric Dentistry, School of Dentistry, Dental Research Center,
Dental Research Institute, Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan, Iran. Email:
r.faghihian@dnt.mui.ac.ir

2 Student, School of Medicine, Medical Students’ Research Committee, Isfahan University of Medical
Sciences, Isfahan, Iran. Email: Shiravil375@gmail.com

% Student, School of Medicine, Medical Students’ Research Committee, Isfahan University of Medical
Sciences, Isfahan, Iran. Email: Arefarefan98@gmail.com

% Assistant professor, Department of Internal Medicine, School of Medicine, Isfahan Kidney Diseases
Research Center, Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan, Iran. Email: fimoinzad@yahoo.com

5 () Assistant professor , Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology, School of Dentistry, Dental
Implant Research Center, Dental Research Institute, Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan, Iran.
Email: P.soltani@dnt.mui.ac.ir

353 /2020: 20(41) Iranian Journal of Medical Education http://ijme.mui.ac.ir



http://ijme.mui.ac.ir/
mailto:fimoinzad@yahoo.com
https://ijme.mui.ac.ir/article-1-5083-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

