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Inhibitive Factors on the Development of Critical Thinking in
University Libraries: Students' Attitudes in Bushehr University of
Medical Sciences and Persian Gulf University

Mitra Baghjannati', Niloofar Motamed?, Ali Hamidi®
Abstract

Introduction: Critical thinking training is one of the most important missions of educational institutes.
Hence, academic libraries as an inseparable operational unit of higher education must help their users to
benefit from information resources and facilities providing them with the chance to develop and improve
critical thinking capability. This study aimed to investigate significant barriers to and inhibitive factors on
providing suitable environment for developing and improving critical thinking in university libraries from
the viewpoints ofstudents in Boushehr Univeristy of Medical Sciences and Persian Gulf Univeristy.

Methods: In this descriptive survey, the barriers to critical thinking development in academic libraries was
investigated according to the viewpoint of 793 students from Bushehr University of Medical Sciences and
Persian Gulf University in 2013-14 academic years. Students were selected by stratified proportional
sampling. Data was collected through a valid and reliable researcher-made questionnaire categorized using
5-point Likert scale. The questionnaire was validated using experts’ viewpoints and its reliability was
approved through estimation of Chronbach’s Alpha (0.84). Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics,
one-sample t-test, Mann Whitney Test, and Kruskal-Wallis.

Results: Mean scores in areas of linguistic barriers (weighted mean: 3.59), users’ inherent barriers
(weighted mean: 3.49), users’ social and psychological barriers (weighted mean: 3.38), and logical barriers
(weighted mean: 3.34) were higher than cut-off point of 3 and placed in significancy level of (p=0.0001).
These barriers were identified as most important ones from the viewpoints of students.

Conclusion: By encouraging students to ask and seek and creating a suitable environment for sharing ideas,
university libraries and librarians can help their users in improving their linguistic communication. Holding
educational workshops to promote information literacy skills, ability to seek, analyze, evaluate and judge the
value and validity of information, as well as conducting educational tours on how to use library facilities
could eliminate major factors in developing critical thinking that are lack of ability in determining
informational needs and different levels of identification and utilization of retrieved information.

Keywords: Barriers, critical thinking, academic libraries, students.
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