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Dignity in Medicine: Emphasis on Dignity of End Stage Patients
Maryam Avizhgan® Ebrahim Mirshahjafari’
Abstract

Medicine is the most scientific way of humanity, and the most humanistic science. Its Professional
communications are important due to its sensitivity and responsibility. One the most emphasized
relation is patient’s dignity. Evidence has shown that the correct relationship rarely will establish
between physician and end stage patient and this communication is always associated with many
shortcomings. This study aimed to address the patient’s dignity, especially in the end stages of life.
Definition and nature of dignity, human rights, patient rights, human dignity in medical practice
and medical education was discussed. In addition, important issues in patient-centered
communication in order to maintain patients’ dignity, especially at the end life (include: accurate
information to patients, how to announce bad news, privacy, confidentiality, reliability, choice and
decision-making, dealing with requests for inappropriate treatment, euthanasia and unconditional
respect) was considered.
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