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A Critical Review on Communication Paradigms Beteween Academic
and Clinical Service Institutions in Nursing

Fatemeh Heshmati Nabavi®, Zohreh Vanaki?, Eesa Mohammadi®

Abstract

Introduction: Clinical education is the duty of academic and clinical organizations and its effectiveness is
influenced by the interaction of both organizations. Since the commencement of nursing profession, this
interaction has experienced different paradigms. This paper is an endeavor for identification and critical
analysis of these paradigms as well as the current trends of the interactions between educational and clinical
institutions. Exploration of these patterns and their advantages and disadvantages could help the
administrators of educational and clinical institutions in designation and choice of appropriate relationship
paradigms.

Methods: For this narrative review, an electronic search within three phases was performed in January
2008 to retrieve studies published from 1990 to 2008 through these databases: 1S Web of Science, Medline,
CINAHL, ERIC, and BNI. The key terms were clinical education, clinical practice models, clinical education
model, models of shared learning in clinical practice, and partnership between university and clinical
institutions. These articles were studied several times to identify and derive the type of communicational
paradigm, significant characteristics, manners of communication, advantages, and disadvantages.

Results: Four paradigms of communication between educational and clinical institutions in nursing
profession were identified. These included service-orientation, organizational independence, shared models
of clinical education, and intra-organizational partnership paradigm.

Conclusion: A developing trend can be identified which is influenced by factors such as professional
progress in nursing and changes in community expectations. The need for professionalism and expanding the
body of knowledge in nursing makes it necessary to maintain nursing schools. The trend of communication
paradigms is toward the establishment of partnership between these two independent organizations.

Keywords: Clinical education, clinical education pattern, nursing instructors, partnership, educational
organization, clinical organization.
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