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Determining and Prioritizing the Educational Needs of Midwives
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Abstract

Introduction: Assessing educational needs and planning can be a positive step towards improving the
quality of midwifery services. This study was conducted to determine the educational needs of midwives in
line with responsive midwifery education in Qom, Iran.

Methods: This exploratory mixed-method study consisted of two parts, a qualitative study (content analysis)
with the aim of determining educational needs, and a quantitative study (description cross sectional method)
with the aim of prioritize educational needs. Initially, the educational needs of midwifery students were
determined based on experiences and views of midwives, instructors, and midwifery faculty members. In the
same vein, participants were selected by purposeful sampling method. To collect data, a semi-structured
questionnaire was used. Educational needs were extracted and categorized through qualitative content
analysis. Then, using Delphi technique and relying on the opinions of the faculty members of the midwifery
department, educational needs were prioritized. MAXQDA was used to manage data in qualitative section.
Data description (mean scores and agreement rate) in quantitative study was conducted manually.

Results: Thirty nine midwives responded questions in qualitative section. Views of experts were analyzed by
content analysis method and categorized in 289 codes, 73 categories, and 13 main categories. In
guantitative section, the highest priority (score 5) were devoted to these subjects: requesting and interpreting
practical midwifery tests, fetal health assessment, prescription, perinatal care, hemorrhage, preeclampsia,
neonatal examination, physiological delivery, client communication, peer communication, patient
communication, professional ethics, and patient safety. The experts' agreement ratio was 84 percent in
second round of Delphi.

Conclusion: Findings of the study revealed that due to various educational needs of midwives, to enable
midwifery student to response to social expectations attention to these subjects during student training and
holding workshop with supplementary courses are suggested.

Keywords: Need, Needs Assessment, Education, Midwifery Student, Responsive Education
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